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reference to Brazil.4 Every student of the patriarchal regime and the
economy of slave-holding Brazil ought to become acquainted with the
"deep South." The same influences deriving from the technique of
production and of labor-that is to say, the one-crop system and
slavery-have combined here in this English-settled portion^of North
America, as in the Antilles and Jamaica, to produce social results
similar to those that are to be observed in our country. At times, in-
deed, they are so similar that the only variants to be found arc in the
accessory features: the differences of language, race, and forms of
religion.

I had the good fortune to make the greater part of this journey
through the Southern states of the Union in the company of two
former colleagues of Columbia University, Rucdiger Bilden and
Francis Butler Simkins. The former was specialising, with all the
rigorous detachment of his Germanic cultural background, in the
study of slavery in the Americas, particularly in Brazil, The latter was
engaged in studying the effects of abolition in the Carolinas, a subject
on which he has since written a most interesting book in collaboration
with Robert Hilliard Woody: South Carolina during Reconstruction
(Chapel Hill, 1932). To these two friends, and especially to Rucdiger
Bilden, I am indebted for valuable suggestions in connection with the
present work; and to these names I should add that of another col-
league, Ernest Weaver, the companion of my studies in anthropology
in the course given by Professor Franz Boas.

The scholarly figure of Professor Boas is the one that to this day
makes the deepest impression upon me, I became acquainted with him
when I first went to Columbia. I do not believe that any Russian
student among the romantics of the nineteenth century was more in-
tensely preoccupied with the destiny of Russia than was I with that of
Brazil at the time that I knew Boas, It was as if everything was de-
pendent upon me and those of my generation, upon the manner in
which we succeeded in solving age-old questions-5 And of ail the
problems confronting Brazil there was none that gave me so much
anxiety as that of miscegenation. Once upon a time, after three
straight years of absence from my country, I caught sight of a group
of Brazilian seamen-mulattoes and <?^w-~ crossing Brooklyn
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